SMRITIVAN
EARTHQUAKE MEMORIAL, BHUJ

Architect: Rajeev Kathpalia

Project Team: Piyas ChoudhurivyaGunnam Vikas
Mittal, Rajesh Suthar, Micky Solanki,
Purshottam BakraniaNatubhaiPanchal,
KiritbhaiPanchasargirit Bhavsar, Anand
SonechaAnish PillaiSuketuShah,
Mohinder Singhal.

Structural Consultant: Vinod Shah Consulting Engineering Pvt. Ltd
Mechanical Consultant: Jhaveri Associates
Roads and pathways ConsultanArhmm Infra Consultants LLP

Landscape Consultant: Earthscape Consultancy Pvt. Ltd

Vastu Shilpa Consultants
W{ I y BHaligjRdad,
Ahmedabad 380 054, INDIA
Phone: +91 79 27451555

E mail: vsc@sangath.org



GUJARAT EARTHQUAKE

In the earlyhoursof January26,2001, an earthquakethat
lastedfor but a few secondsn the state of Gujaratwiped
out 13,805 lives and with that destroyed property and
infrastructureworth billions

KUTCHTortoise)

The region derives its name from the shape and
morphology of the land claimingthat a geologicalfold
brought the Wi 2 NJo2 &f h& €eal The central ridge
that runsfrom eastto west, on whichthe town of Bhujis
situated forms the hump of the tortoise. This ridge
createda gradientfor the riversto flow south and north
into the sea Formuch of its geologicahistory, Kutchwas
anisland,but in the 12th century,

it had its northern seaborder cut off

by tectonic shifts, leavingthe section

of water to dry out andturn into what

is today a vast white desert - The

Rann

Y dzii Oekalbgy, economy,
culture, rituals, social
structure, festivals and
struggle for survival all
revolves around water,
interlinked with water and
interdependenton water.
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REGENERATION

Forest
) ) Rebirth
All over the world, cultures commemoratetheir lossin  Plurality

disasters, by keeping relics, memorials and building  Adaptation
museumsfor remembranceof what haspast Our short ~ Evolution
but precisebrief by the then Chief minister of Gujarat, - 2sformaton
_p _y , p >yl .. Celebration through Biodiversity
ShriNarendraModiwasto & t f dtrgfelforeach@A OU A Y €

o Existing Site mapping
It symbolizedrebirth, renewaland hope, the beginningof

. . . . 1. Gate
the journey of life once again Theplantingof treesalso ;  g.croachments
suggested the making of a forest How better to i- Eprt gta"t

. Ire station

commemorate loss of human life than through a Proposed important
symbolicact of regeneration? forest. A biodiverse self- nodes
sustaining ecosystemthat would over time need very

little maintenance Theforest of treesalsosymbolizeghe

diversityof people

This assistanceis to identify local species,identify the
paths that water flows, the soil and nutrients that the
water collects on its journey and most importantly
identify the placeswhere the water can be collectedto
leak into the earth. The monsoonand its collectionand Division of Sectors
eventual dischargeto feed the trees is one kind of Sector A : 140 acres Sector
journey ¢ a journey of nourishment, perpetuation and Sector B : 162 acres Sector
continuity,a journeyof hopeanddelight Sector C : 102 acres
Fort Sector : 66 acres
Thus, the other journey was to link these leaking
reservoirs where the names of the victims would be
enshrined,by pathsthat the pilgrimswould traverseand
eventually rest, the views they would encounter, the
horizonthey would contemplateand eventuallythe space
in which reflection and contemplation may perhaps

happen Vastu Shilpa Consultants

Catchment analysis

Recharge reservoirs



