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In the earlyhoursof January26,2001, an earthquakethat
lastedfor but a few secondsin the state of Gujaratwiped
out 13,805 lives and with that destroyed property and
infrastructureworth billions.

KUTCH(Tortoise)

The region derives its name from the shape and
morphology of the land claiming that a geologicalfold
brought the ΨǘƻǊǘƻƛǎŜΩout of the sea! The central ridge
that runsfrom eastto west,on which the town of Bhuj is
situated forms the hump of the tortoise. This ridge
createda gradient for the rivers to flow south and north
into the sea. Formuchof its geologicalhistory,Kutchwas
an island,but in the 12th century,

GUJARAT EARTHQUAKE
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it had its northern seaborder cut off
by tectonic shifts, leavingthe section
of water to dry out and turn into what
is today a vast white desert - The
Rann.

YǳǘŎƘΩǎecology, economy,
culture, rituals, social
structure, festivals and
struggle for survival all
revolves around water,
interlinked with water and
interdependenton water.
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All over the world, cultures commemoratetheir loss in
disasters, by keeping relics, memorials and building
museumsfor remembranceof what haspast. Our short
but precisebrief by the then Chief minister of Gujarat,
ShriNarendraModi wastoάtƭŀƴǘa tree for eachǾƛŎǘƛƳέ

It symbolizedrebirth, renewalandhope,the beginningof
the journey of life onceagain. Theplanting of trees also
suggested the making of a forest. How better to
commemorate loss of human life than through a
symbolicact of regeneration? forest. A biodiverseself-
sustaining ecosystem that would over time need very
little maintenance. Theforest of treesalsosymbolizesthe
diversityof people.

This assistanceis to identify local species,identify the
paths that water flows, the soil and nutrients that the
water collects on its journey and most importantly
identify the placeswhere the water can be collectedto
leak into the earth. The monsoonand its collection and
eventual discharge to feed the trees is one kind of
journeyςa journey of nourishment, perpetuation and
continuity,a journeyof hopeanddelight.

Thus, the other journey was to link these leaking
reservoirs where the names of the victims would be
enshrined,by paths that the pilgrimswould traverseand
eventually rest, the views they would encounter, the
horizonthey would contemplateandeventuallythe space
in which reflection and contemplation may perhaps
happen.

REGENERATION

Existing Site mapping

1. Gate 
2. Encroachments 
3. Fort wall 
4. Fire Station
5. Proposed important 

nodes

Catchment analysis

Recharge reservoirsDivision of Sectors

Sector A : 140 acres Sector 
Sector B : 162 acres Sector 
Sector C : 102 acres 
Fort Sector : 66 acres

Forest 
Rebirth 
Plurality 
Adaptation 
Evolution 
Transformation 
Celebration through Biodiversity


